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PANIC,

Nowadays one reads about panic in the Press and hears
more than one reads. One friend writes, "You sitting in
lonely Sevagram can have no notion of the talks and
whispers going on in the busy cities. Panic has seized
them."

Panic is the most demoralizing state anyone can be
in. There never is any cause for panic. One must keep heart
whatever happens. War is an unmitigated evil. But it cer-
tainly does one good thing, it drives away fear and brings
bravery to the surface. Several million lives must have been
already lost between the Allies and the Germans. They have
been wasting .blood like water. Old men, women both old
and young, and children in Britain and France are living
in the midst of imminent death. But there is no panic there.
If they were seized by panic, it would be an enemy more
dreadful than German bullets, bombs and poison gas. Let
us learn from these suffering nations of the West and banish
panic from our midst. And in India there is no cause what-
soever for panic. Britain will die. hard and heroically even if
she has to. We may hear of reverses, but we will not hear
of demoralization. Whatever happens will happen in an
orderly manner.

Therefore I would say to those who lend a listening
ear to me: "Go on with your work or business in the usual
way. Do not withdraw your deposits or make haste to turn
your paper into cash. If you are cautious, you will run no
new risks* Your metal buried underground or in your
treasure chests need not be considered safer than in banks
or in paper, if anarchy overtakes us. There is risk just now
in everything. It is best to be as you are in such a condition.
Your steadiness, if it multiplied, will steady the market. It
will be the best preventive against anarchy. There is un-
doubtedly fear ofgoondaism in such times. You must be pre-
pared to cope with it yourself. Goondas flourish only in. the
midst of timid people. They will have no quarter  from
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